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Homorable Nelson A, Rockeianeﬂ |
State of New York _ -
Albany, New York :

Dear Nelson:

Thank you for your kind note of 12 May about the
‘Governors' ‘Gc;::ﬂnce Civil Defonse Committee. I am
glad you felt I was able to contribute to it. Your generous
commaents sheut Bob Amory's brisfitg have besn called
to his attention. :

I am enclosing some data ‘ahgu Soviet civil
defense activitiss which I trust will be of some value
at your conference next megth. If you use any of this,
I suggest you indicate that it.is compiled from unclassified
sources, official and unofficial, ‘

Best r 8.
’ E sincereiy.b :
Allen W, Dulles
Director
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22 May 1961

Civil Defease and Air Raid Shelters in the USSR

1. The Soviét Union has developed a substantial clvﬂ defonse
program, ' ; .

2. According to one estimate, ths-USSR is currently spending
more than $500, 000, 000 per year on civil defense. (& large part of

this would represent shalter construction. )

3. Air raid shelters, offering varyﬁ,@‘o.reu of protection,
are being bullt everywhere in the USSR under 2 program started
ten years ago. : : :

4. In Soviet cities, the most widespread type of shelter is that
which is lecated in the basements of masonry buildings -~ factories,
public offices, and apartment houses.

5. It has been reported that all new Soviet buildings must contain
air raid shelters. - : '
:Gy,,“' Soviets have ruled out the use of basements which are not

i

ﬁpeciilly prepared for c!.\dl defense use,

7. According to official Soviet publicatimt. fully prepared

b-ilgmm aly raid shelters must be heat resistan :» able to withstand

the eemplete callapse of the building above, must be filter-ventilated,
and gas-tight, and supplisd with first-aid and emergency equipment.

Soviet citisens are told they may have to remain in the shelters for
raany days, ' :

8. The use of Soviet shelters for storage parpoui has ba;n

‘permitted in the past. However, a 1959 civil defense manual contained

the statement, ''All shelters must be maintained in constant readiness
for use (even) in time of peace. " ' -

9. Additional shelters are provided in the form of subways and
detached Ppublic shelters built in open areas.
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Ve, Ascording ot litefiture, "'special” sheltars have
::;;;;::::ﬂ disposal, & filter-vgatilating system and “other

Mievater ¢ have indicated
g Leningrad, dnd Kiev are
The Moscow subway slons
Yy s 3,000, 000 parsons ia the

R L Y hviﬂ leaders and civil

 wythat the dosp-level subways tn
Nianded for use as air raid she
L have a capacity for ak’y

12. Aa‘tgmemplote subway is located in the eity of Thilisi, and

L systems are known to exist under Stalingrad,

o .:;f;.'::,.u._.“""'wpol. Odesea, and Kerch,

2. 13, Continulty of gwvesament is undosbted] -

o AP | verament _ y provided for. In
:fm‘hmu't remainfng in Moscow frem World War II, new
u:::" pes ; for the Boviet leadership have beea built outside

3 Jirge autemated command post, 110 feet und ound,
Ba0 been reporied 450 miles east of the city. Do

14. Civil d-fmmhuz courses now being given ;c'ﬁu Mt |

'public require that a part of the instruction be givea in an equipped

air raid shelter. Citinens are also tanght how to bulld large, fiald-

1. $7Pe, weod-lined, trench shelters covered with two fest of earth.

- AUpOR erder of the Soviet government, these would he bullt in '
tiens m l:ﬂi" enough formal thalu; for the inhabitants. ] “#‘

|15, Sises 1984, the USSR civil defonss program has been
| Sccelerated, l‘oﬂy«-t‘m hours training m’m Q:lv:“ population

They have publicl"’"itpd M‘.um etvn defq or Sine
1935, Beoviet clfvu dafense publications have introducad dc‘. '

underground ’mnou. with blast traps and dust fiiters in shelter
ventilating systems. The latter ave for protection agaimst high
pru:u::‘ and ?lm:.w‘lulm. Long escape twanels from shelters
bailding coliesen | gned to prevent eaty e caused by

2
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,;;_-mm seastruction thn‘ 3950, A Bemiat p’tmh of 1952 nated
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22 May 1961

Civil Defense Xnd Air Raid Shelters in the USSR

1. The Soviet Unioi
program.

has developed a substantial civil defense

‘ #fen 2. According to one ¢s is currently spending
hlmt(.p a2 :
~ between $500, 000, 000 and.$ ) o/per year on civil defense.
[A large part of this woul er construction, |

3. Air raid shelters, ffering vargfing degrees of protection,
are being built everywhere in the US$R under a program started
ten years ago.

4. In Soviet cities, the mlos widespread type of shelter is that
which is located in the basemépts of masonry buildings -~ factories,
public offices, and apartmentfouses.

5. It has been reported that all new Soviet buildings must contain
air raid shelters.

6. Soviets have ryfed out tht use of basements which are not
specially prepared fof civil defehse use.

7. According official Sovidt publications, fully prepared
basement air raid/ shelters must Be heat re sistant, able to withstand
the complete collapse of the buildi g above, must be filter-ventilated,
and gas-tight, Znd supplied with fi¥st-aid and emergency equipment.
Soviet citizeny are told they may have to remain in the shelters for
many days.

8. The/use of Soviet shelters for storage purposes has been
permitted/in the past. However, a 1959 civil defense manual con-
statement, ''All shelters must be maintained in constant
readinegs for use [even] in time of peace. "

Additional shelters are provided in the form of subways and
detachgd public shelters built in open areas.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY

NELSON A.ROCKEFELLER

GOVERNOR

May 12, 1961

Dear Allen:

This is just a brief note to express to you my
grateful thanks for responding so warmly to my request for
your help in briefing the members of our Governors' Conference
Civil Defense Committee. With your particularly crowded

schedule these days, it was good of you indeed to be so
generous to us,

The frank rundown you gave us Monday evening,
together with the superb briefing by Bob Amory on Tuesday,
provided just the background I was hoping we could get. All
of the governors present -- and there were six of us at the
White House -- are most appreciative.

On the whole, I feel that our meetings were very
useful. The President made it clear that he has not yet
macde up his mind about civil defense, but I believe that
our discussions with him, together with the memorandum we
left him, will assist him in reaching a sound decision.

You mentioned to us on Monday the fact that you
might be able to dig out for me a number of facts concerning
Soviet civil defense aoctivities. This would be very useful
to us in preparing for the Governors' Conference in June and
I would be happy to have it.

Again many thanks for your assistance, and all
best wishes,

Sincerely,

Honorable Allen /. Dulles

Director

Central Intelligence Agency

2430 E Street, N.W.

Jashington 25, D. C.
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